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Nina Puro’s writing is in Guernica, the PEN / America Poetry Series, Witness, & 
others, including the chapbooks elegy with pilot light (Argos Books, 2017) and 
The Winter Palace (dancing girl press, 2015). Each Tree Could Hold a Noose or a 
House, winner of the 2017 New Issues Poetry Prize, was published in fall 2018. They 
are a member of the Belladonna* Collaborative and recipient of fellowships from the 
MacDowell Colony, Syracuse University (MFA, 2012), & others.
Lauren Sanderson is the author of Some of the Children Were Listening (Write Bloody 
Press, 2019). A Canadian poet, she was born in Oakville and raised in London, 
Ontario. She recently graduated from Colgate University with a BA in Creative 
Writing. Based currently in Chicago, IL, she is a writer, producer and co-founder of 
ISO Films LLC, a creative services agency. Her work has appeared in The Adroit 
Journal, Beecher’s Magazine, Storm Cellar, Point of Contact, and elsewhere. 
Some of the Children Were Listening is her debut collection.
Born and raised in Pittsburgh, performance poet Joel Dias-Porter is a Cave Canem 
fellow and recipient of Furious Flower’s Emerging Poet Award. Publications include 
Callaloo, The Antioch Review, Red Brick Review, Beltway Poetry Quarterly, Poetry 
Magazine, and Ploughshares. Anthologies include Def Poetry Jam, Poetry Nation, 
Beyond the Frontier, and Catch a Fire. Porter served in the US Air Force following 
high school, and then worked for several years as a professional disc jockey in the 
Washington DC area under the name DJ Renegade. In addition to his own CD of jazz 
and poetry, LibationSong, Dias-Porter is featured on the CD anthology Meow: Spoken 
Word from the Black Cat.
Brooks Haxton’s most recent books are Fading Hearts on the River, a prose account of 
his son’s career in professional poker, and My Blue Piano, a selection of poems 
translated from the German of Else Lasker-Schüler. He has also published six 
collections of original poems, two book-length narratives in verse, two books of 
translations from Classical Greek, and one from French. He lives in Manlius with his 
wife, a psychiatrist, and has taught in the MFA program at Syracuse University for 25 
years.
Rachel Eliza Griffiths is an artist. Her most recent collection of poetry is Lighting 
the Shadow (Four Way Books, 2015). Griffiths is a recipient of numerous fellowships 
including Cave Canem Foundation, Kimbilio, Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center, 
Robert Rauschenberg Foundation, and Yaddo. Her visual and literary work has 
appeared widely, including The New Yorker, The Progressive, Virginia Quarterly 
Review, Los Angeles Review of Books, Guernica, Lit Hub, Gulf Coast, Buzzfeed, 
American Poetry Review, Tin House, and many others. She lives in New York City.
Peter Balakian is the author of seven books of poems, four books of prose, and three 
collaborative translations from the Armenian, and several edited books. His books 
of poems include June-tree: New and Selected Poems and Ozone Journal, which won 
the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 2016. His books of prose include Black Dog of Fate 
winner of the PEN/Albrand Award for memoir, and Vise and Shadow: Essays on the 
Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture. Balakian is the recipient of many awards 
and prizes and civic citations, including The Presidential Medal from the Republic 
of Armenia, The Spendlove Prize for Social Justice, Tolerance, and Diplomacy, and 
fellowships from Guggenheim and the NEA. His work has been translated into many 
languages. He is Donald M. and Constance H. Rebar Professor of the Humanities, 
Professor of English and Director of Creative Writing at Colgate University.
